HADLEIGH  URBAN  DISTRICT,  1909 


Annual  Keport  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  condition 
of  the  District,  during  the  twelve  months  ending  December  31st,  1909. 

Population , 1881 , 3237 ; 1891,  3229 ; 1901,  3245. 

Area  4288  acres.  Number  of  persons  per  acre,  .756. 


BIRTHS.  The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  60  (33  males,  27  females),  giving  a birth-rate  of 
184  per  thousand  of  the  population.  The  birth-rate  again  decreases.  Seven  illegitimate  children  were  registered  during  the 
year.  The  number  of  births  and  birth-rates  for  the  previous  ten  years  were : — 

1899  1900  1901  1902  1903  1904  1905  1906  1907  1908  1909 

Births  ..  ..  79  79  92  84  77  73  64  80  70  67  60 

Birth-rate  ..  ..  24'46  24'46  28  35  25  88  23  72  22-49  19-72  24’6  21‘5  20-62  18  4 

DEATHS.  The  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  registered  in  this  district  was  28  (15  males,  13  females),  giving  a 
death-rate  of  8-62  per  thousand  of  the  population.  This  is  a large  decrease  on  the  last  few  years  and  is  equal  to  the  low 
death-rate  of  1903.  1 see  that  a Topographical  Dictionary  printed  in  1831,  describes  the  atmosphere  of  Hadleigh  as  salubrious, 

and  in  this  last  year  it  would  seem  that  history  has  repeated  itself,  by  demonstrating  the  fact  with  so  few  deaths.  No  death  was 
registered  in  the'  months  of  January  or  June.  14  persons  (5  males,  9 females)  died  over  70  years  of  age. 

1899  1900  1901  1902  1903  1904  1905  1906  1907  1908  1909 

Deaths  ..  -.  49  54  42  52  28  43  41  52  35  43  28 

Death-rate  ..  15  17  16-72  12-94  16-92  8-62  13-25  12-63  16  02  10-7  13-25  8 62 

Infantile  Mortality.  One  death  only  occurred  among  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  to  60  births,  giving  a death-rate  of 

16  6 per  thousand  births,  this  is  a large  decrease  on  previous  years.  I attribute  some  of  the  improvement  to  better  feeding  and 
nursing  in  the  early  stages  of  the  infants’  lives. 

1899  1900  1901  1902  1903  1904  1905  1906  1907  1908  1909 

Death-rates  ..  88-60  63  29  54-34  130  9 64‘93  109-5  125  137  5 157  1 119  4 16-6 

No  death  occurred  from  Zymotic  disease.  The  deaths  and  death-rates  for  the  previous  ten  years  were  : — 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

(NOTIFICATION) 

ACT: 

Scarlet  Fever,  6 

cases,  these  were  traced  to  direct  infection 

recovered. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis ; One  case  notified  by  Master  of  the  Union  from  which  the  case  was  discharged.  After 
death,  the  room  in  which  the  case  was  isolated  was  treated  in  the  usual  manner  adopted  after  infectious  disease.  No  special 
accommodation  exists  for  the  treatment  of  pauper  patients  suffering  with  this  disease. 

Drainage.  Sewage  is  collected  in  middens  which  are  regularly  emptied  and  the  contents  carted  away.  Water-carriage 
is  permitted  so  long  as  the  bye-laws  are  complied  with,  i.e.,  that  the  sewage  must  discharge  into  a cemented  cesspool.  It  has 
been  left  to  private  inclination  for  the  dry  system  to  be  replaced  by  water-carriage. 

Earth  closets  are  also  in  use. 

Frequent  inspections  are  made  by  the  M.O.H.  and  S.I.  to  see  that  the  privies  are  kept  in  good  order. 

House  refuse  is  collected  each  week  and  carted  away. 

Surface  Drainage  is  cleansed  daily  and  disinfected. 

Water  Supply.  Seven  public  pumps  are  in  use  and  give  an  ample  and  good  supply  of  drinking  water.  The  river  and 
polks  supply  water  for  laundry  and  house  cleaning  purposes.  Many  private  houses  have  their  own  supply,  obtained  by  tap 

boring. 

Dwelling  Houses.  Improvement  in  tbis  respect  continues,  the  reconstruction  of  the  cottages  in  Benton  has  given  the 
tenants  warm  dry  homes,  with  good  bedrooms.  Theie  are  very  few  back  to  back  houses  in  this  district  and  the  majority  of 
the  cottages  have  a fair  sized  garden  at  the  back  of  them.  Action  was  taken  by  the  S.A.  in  respect  of  one  cottage,  where  the 
dirtiness  of  the  inmates  caused  it  to  be  a nuisance  and  a danger  to  the  health  of  the  neighbours. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds.  These  ore  clean  and  in  good  order.  The  examination  of  cows  for  tubercular  disease  is  not 
compulsory,  but  is  undei taken  voluntarily,  and  a Veterinary  Surgeon’s  certificate  of  health  of  all  his  cows  has  been  forwarded 
by  the  chief  milk  vendor  in  this  district. 

Slaughter  Houses.  These  are  well  kept.  They  are  visited  at  all  times,  sometimes  when  in  use  for  slaughtering.  No 
inspector  with  a special  certificate  in  meat  inspection.  No  carcases  have  been  condemned  as  being  tubercular. 

The  Bake  Offices.  Clean  and  healthy. 

Lodging  House.  Tidy,  with  good  ventilation  and  well  looked  after,  an  extra  wash  house,  and  a new  cement  floor  have 
been  made  this  year. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act.  Number  registered,  36. 


Retail  Bakehouses  ..  ..  ..  7 

Blacksmiths’  Shops..  ..  ..  3 

Wearing  Apparel  Workplaces  ..  ..  10 

Builders’  and  Carpenters’  Workshops  ..  4 

Other  Workplaces  ..  ..  ..  12 


There  are  no  underground  bakehouses.  The  workshops  are  well  ventilated  and  lighted. 

Sanitary  accommodation  is  sufficient  in  all  workplaces. 

There  are  no  home  workers. 

The  general  health  of  all  workers  has  been  good. 

No  accident  from  machinery,  or  case  of  infectious  disease  has  been  reported  among  the  factory  hands  during  the  year. 
Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report.  Inspections  to  cottages  243.  17  notices  served  to  empty  privies,  these  were  complied 

with,  and  many  others  were  emptied  by  verbal  request.  220  yards  of  cement  gutter  have  been  made. 

Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children.  The  County  Council  is  the  Local  Authority. 

A.  B.  FRANEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


January.  1910. 


